
COUNTY OF DUNN 

MENOMONIE, WISCONSIN 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

 
In accordance with the provisions of Section 19.84, Wisconsin Statutes, notice is hereby given that 

a public meeting of the Dunn County Planning, Resource, and Development Committee and the 

Land Conservation Committee will be held on Wednesday, January 21, 2026 at 8:30am in 

Room 60 at the Dunn County Government Center, 3001 US HWY 12 East, Menomonie, 

Wisconsin. The building entrance for meetings is on the lower level of the Government Center and 

will be open 30 minutes ahead of the meeting start time. Items of business to be discussed or acted 

upon at this meeting are listed below. A video recording of the meeting will be available for 

subsequent viewing on the Dunn County YouTube channel at the following link: 

https://www.youtube.com/@dunncounty1854 

Members of the public who require assistance in accessing the meeting, please call (715) 231-6505. 

Upon reasonable notice, the County will make efforts to accommodate the needs of disabled 

individuals through sign language, interpreters, or other auxiliary aids. For additional information, 

or to request the service, contact the County Human Resources Manager at 715-232-2429 (Office), 

715-232-1324 (FAX) or 715-231-6406 (TDD) or by writing to the Human Resources Manager, 

Human Resources Department, 3001 US HWY 12 E, Suite 225, Menomonie, Wisconsin 54751. 

Persons wishing to provide public comment may do so at the meeting or may submit written 

comments by sending an email beforehand to publiccomment@co.dunn.wi.us. Comments, provided 

in person or written, will be subject to the rules of the County Board and will not be allowed or 

provided to the committee and not reflected on the record if they do not align with Chapter 2 of Dunn 

County Ordinances.  

AGENDA 
1. Call to Order  
2. Call of the Roll 
3. Approval of the Minutes – December 17, 2025 
4. Public Comments Related to Items on the Agenda 
5.  Public Comments - Comprehensive & Farmland Preservation Plan Update  
6.  Public Hearing: None 
7. Staff Reports:  
       A.  Register of Deeds monthly report 
       B.   Environmental Services monthly department reports 
       C.  Groundwater Ad Hoc Committee Recommendation Review 
8. Items placed at the request of the Chairperson: None 
9. Consideration of Actions to be taken by the Planning, Resource, and Development 

Committee:  
       A.  2026 Legislative Agenda 
10. Consideration of Actions to be taken by the Land Conservation Committee:  
       A.  Approval of 2025 Wildlife Damage Abatement and Claims Program (WDACP) Crop 

Prices 

https://www.youtube.com/@dunncounty1854
mailto:publiccomment@co.dunn.wi.us


       B.   Approval of 2025 WDACP Wildlife Damage Claims 
11. Consideration of reports, resolutions, and ordinances to the County Board from the 

Planning, Resource, and Development Committee: None 
12. Announcements:  
13. Future meeting date and any agenda items: February 4, 2026 
14. Adjournment         

 
Tom Quinn, Chairperson 

 
Signed: _______________________ 

 Thomas P. Carlson 
 Dunn County Surveyor 
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COUNTY OF DUNN 
MENOMONIE, WISCONSIN 

MINUTES 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Dunn County Planning, Resource, and Development Committee 
Held on December 17, 2025, in the Dunn County Government Center, Room 60 

 
DRAFT 

 

1. Call to Order. There being a quorum of the Dunn County Planning, Resource, and Development 
Committee, Chairperson Quinn called the meeting to order at 8:32 a.m. 

2. Call of the Roll. Present were Tom Quinn (Chair), Monica Berrier, Gary Bjork, Mike Kneer, and 
Diane Morehouse.   

3. Approval of Minutes. Supervisor Morehouse made a motion to approve the minutes of the 
December 3, 2025, meeting. Seconded by Supervisor Berrier. All in favor. Motion carried. 

4. Public Comments Related to Items on the Agenda. None. 

5. Public Comments- Comprehensive & Farmland Preservation Plan Update. Two comments 
were received via email regarding the Comprehensive & Farmland Preservation Plan update. 
They will be distributed to the PR&D Committee following the meeting. 

Tony Christopherson, E9920 630th Avenue, Elk Mound, WI; Kevin Gilbertson, E9901 560th 
Avenue, Elk Mound, WI; Andrea Wolf, E7402 845th Avenue, Colfax, WI; and, Dave Acker, N6559 
906th Street, Elk Mound, WI, commented on proposed operational ordinances related to 
regulation of agricultural operations.  

6. Public Hearing: None 

7. Staff Reports: 
A. Register of Deeds monthly report. Report was on screen for review. Heather Kuhn, 

Register of Deeds, recapped the report. 
 

B. Environmental Services monthly department reports: 
  Survey Division: Report was on screen for review. Tom Carlson, County Surveyor,  

recapped the report. Discussion by the committee and Carlson. 
 
Planning and Zoning Division: Report was on screen for review. Tammy Traxler, Planning 
& Zoning Administrator, recapped the report. Discussion by the committee and Traxler. 
 
Land and Water Conservation Division: Report was on screen for review. Chase 
Cummings, County Conservationist, recapped the report.  
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8. Items placed at the request of the Chairperson: 
A. Comprehensive Plan, review plan structure related to Goals, Objectives, Policies 

and Strategies. Traxler reviewed the plan structure related to goals, objectives, policies 

and strategies for the Comprehensive Plan. Discussion by the committee, Traxler, and 

Cummings followed.  

 

9. Consideration of Actions to be taken by the Planning, Resource, and Development 
Committee. None 

 

10. Consideration of Actions to be taken by the Land Conservation Committee:  

A. Review Land and Water Resource Management Planning Process and Approve 

Local Advisory Committees. Cummings reviewed the Land and Water Resource 

Management Planning process with the Land Conservation Committee.  A motion was 

made by Diane Morehouse and seconded by Monica Berrier to approve the planning 

process and collaboration with the comprehensive planning focus groups to serve as the 

Local Advisory Committees. All in favor. Motion carried. 
 

11. Announcements: None 

12. Future Meeting Date and any Agenda Items: The next meeting date will be January 7, 2026. 

13. Adjournment. There being no further business, Chairperson Quinn declared the meeting 
adjourned at 9:31 a.m.  

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Janell Newcomb 
Recording Secretary 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

TO:    Planning, Resource & Development Committee 

FROM:  Heather M. Kuhn, Register of Deeds 

DATE:  January 2, 2026 

RE:   December 2025 monthly update 

 

 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

• Attended WRDA Legislative Committee meeting  

• Attended Dunn County Leadership training - Fierce 

• Attended Notary Fraud Alert webinar  

• Attended WRDA board meeting  

• Met with county manager 

• Met with WLTA to discuss changes to Wis. Stats. 59.43 

• Attended webinar for upcoming changes to the Real Estate Transfer Return  

OUTPUT MEASURES Aug-25 Sep-25 Oct-25 Nov-25 Dec-25

Total # of copies of vital records issued 538 403 558 466 388

# of Deaths filed 23 15 25 20 21

# of Marriages filed 31 34 29 9 11

Total # of ownership transfers 127 152 127 137 118

Total value of real estate sales $27.6 million $47.9 million $20.6 million $23 million $23.4 million

Total # of Documents recorded 482 534 508 552 470

Total # of in-person customers 256 246 261 184 195

Total $ Receipted $109,001.54 $170,225.17 $89,518.13 $98,027.65 $95,844.78

General fund revenue $33,258.16 $46,367.97 $30,899.71 $32,261.25 $31,040.14

Retained for county land information fund $3,856 $4,272 $4,064 $4,416 $3,760



 
 

 

 

TO:  Planning, Resource, and Development Committee 

FROM:  Tom Carlson 

SUBJECT:   December 2025 Staff Report 

DATE: January 12, 2026 

During the month of December, five Certified Survey Maps were submitted to the county for 

review.  The following table shows where these land divisions have occurred, how many new 

parcels were created, and how much acreage was included.   

 

Town  New Parcels Created  Acreage 

Spring Brook      6     40.14 

Sand Creek        1     18.40 

Menomonie                 1        5.26 

Elk Mound                1       5.01 

Totals     9                68.81 

 

In addition, 12 Maps of Survey were submitted for review and filing. Remonumentation work 

was performed on three Public Land Survey System corners in the Town of Menomonie and 

Spring Brook.   

 

During the month of December, I attended three steering committee meetings related to the 

County’s Enterprise, Resource, and Planning (ERP) System.  I also assisted with interviews for 

the two vacant Zoning Specialist positions.  

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Thomas P. Carlson, PLS 

Dunn County Surveyor 



 

   

 

LAND USE DIVISION:              December 2025 Activities  

2025 Permits Submitted Count Notes 

Zoning/ Shoreland 3 3 sheds  

220 zoning permits were issued in 2025;  

56 were for new dwellings 

December BOA 0 No public hearing, BOA training  

Rezone Requests 0  

Zoning-CSM Review 9  

Sanitation 7* 7 State  

176 State and 18 County Sanitary Permits issued in 

2025 

Soil Evaluation Reports 9* 157 Soil tests and verifications approved  

March 2025-January 1, 2026 

POWTS Inspections 5 Includes soils, plow, tank and drainfield inspections 

*Approved Permits 

Planning & Land Use Division, General Updates: 

1. At the December 11, 2025 meeting, Michelle Hrdlicka was elected Secretary/Treasurer for WCZA 

(West Central Zoning Association) 

2. On December 15, the Board of Adjustment met to review 2025 activities and discuss additional 

training opportunities. 

3. Held the December 16 Water & Natural Resources Focus Group meetings. 

4. Completed interviews for two Zoning Specialist vacancies. One offer has been accepted; 

consideration of filling the second vacancy is pending budget review and alignment with division 

and department priorities. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Tammy Traxler 

Zoning and Planning Administrator 

POWTS Installation: 12.03.25 Town of Hay River
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December 2025 Land and Water Conservation Division Report to the PR&D/LCC Committee 

For the month of December, the LWCD worked on, but not limited to, the following items: 

1. Conservation Aids Grants: Awarded grant for improvements to Fisherman’s Park.  Existing grant 

for replacement of Lambs Creek Boat Dock on Tainter Lake. 

2. Education: Received 109 posters from two schools. Judging was conducted by county staff. Winning 

posters will advance on to the West Central Area Poster Contest on January 20th.  

3. Land & Water Resource Management (LWRM) Plan: LWCD staff have been working on the 

development of the required 2027-2036 LWRM Plan.  LWCD staff met with individuals that attended 

two Water & Natural Resources Focus Group meetings to discuss the LWRM and Comp Plans. The 

next step is to evaluate and incorporate the Focus group meeting outcomes into the LWRM Plan 

development effort. 

Additionally, staff are working to develop an annual work plan and new activity tracking and 

reporting methods for this coming year.  This will be in consideration of future LWRM Plan efforts 

tied to goals and objectives.  We look forward to improvements in routine reporting, including this 

report, that will be more efficient to generate and better reflect the LWCD’s activities. 

4. Nonmetallic Mine Reclamation (Ordinance Ch. 20): Requests for Fees and Reports for Chapter 20 

Non-metallic mining Reclamation Ordinance are being distributed for the 2026 permitting year. All 

permitted sites, 18 active sites, 2 inactive sites, 1 newly permitted site were visited on-site in 

2025.  Two active permitted sites had interim reclamation completed.  

5. Nutrient Management Planning: LWCD staff are currently working with the Chippewa Valley 

Technical College (CVTC) on teaching the Nutrient Management Planning class for farmers. 

Participants in this class learn how to determine the nutrient needs of crops and ultimately, how to 

write their own nutrient management plans for their farms. 

6. Producer Led Watershed Groups: LWCD staff are currently preparing 2025 reports for the 

Producer-Led Groups, organizing upcoming educational events, and developing presentations for 

both the Red Cedar Conference and the Traditional and Green Skills event. In addition, LWCD 

applied for an extra grant of up to $10,000 per group from The Nature Conservancy. This funding 

would support the use of drones to seed cover crops earlier in the fall, prior to harvest, to increase 

effectiveness and improve water quality 

7. Technical Projects (cost-share): Total cost-share of $62,693 was spent in 2025 on the 

implementation of conservation practices specifically tied to the DATCP Soil and Water Resource 

Management cost-share funding. This is all the funding available through this program.  There is no 

need to carry forward any unspent funds into 2026.  In years past there have been funds unspent due 

to weather or contractor unavailability.  Those funds would then be carried forward for project 

completion in the new year. 

8. Snowmobile Trails: While snowmobile trails in Dunn County opened on January 1st at 6am, they 

closed on January 5th at 6pm. 

9. Red Cedar Watershed Conference, March 12, 2026. 



 
 

Page 2 of 2 
 

10. Wisconsin Land + Water Conservation Association Conference, March 4 – 6, 2026 in Wisconsin 

Dells. 

If you have questions at any time, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Chase Cummings, County Conservationist, 715-231-6535 



RED = no progress, or need further direction 
ORANGE = in progress 

GREEN = substantial progress already completed  

RECOMMENDATION WORK PLAN ELEMENT(S) PROGRESS TO DATE 

Adopt policies to preserve and protect Dunn County groundwater 
resources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adopt a Stormwater Management Ordinance PR&D Committee should consider analysis of staff time needed to achieve this 
6/28/2022 Staff compiled considerations, present and discuss at PR&D, request for 
direction.  Due to staff workload and funding, recommendation on hold, future 
consideration. 

Adopt an Erosion Control Ordinance PR&D Committee should consider analysis of staff time needed to achieve this 
6/28/2022 Staff compiled considerations, present and discuss at PR&D, request for 
direction. Due to staff workload and funding, recommendation on hold, future 
consideration. 

Revise existing ordinances (or consider new ordinances) to require buffers around 
wetlands 

PR&D Committee should consider how best to incorporate wetland protections into 
new or existing ordinances 
08/25/2020 75 foot wetland buffer setback included in draft Survey Ordinance  
01/08/2021 Spoke to Corp Counsel about developing wetland conservation ordinance- 
has been postponed to April-May due to DNR wetland rule revisions 
6/28/2022 Staff compiled considerations, present and discuss at PR&D, request for 
direction. Due to staff workload and funding, recommendations beyond the current 
wetland setback required in the Land Division Ordinance are on hold for future 
considerations. 

Revise the Dunn County code of ordinances to grant citation authority to the 
Dunn County Environmental Services Department (ENS) 

9/24/19 Corporation Counsel presented on ongoing efforts to draft this ordinance  
7/28/2021 County Board adopted the Ag Performance Standards and Manure Storage 
and Management Ordinance.  This ordinance includes citation provisions. 

Revise the Dunn County Subdivision Ordinance 
 
 
 
 
  

9/24/19 Corporation Counsel presented on ongoing efforts to update this ordinance  
08/25/2020 Committee review of draft Subdivision/Land Division Ordinance 
08/25/2020 Committee review of draft Manure Storage Ordinance 
12/22/2020 Public Hearing, Committee reviews draft Manure Storage Ordinance 
Committee review of draft Land Division Ordinance: 1/12/21; 1/26/21; 2/9/21; 
2/23/21; 3/9/21; 4/13/21; 6/8/21 
2/23/2021 Committee review of draft Manure Storage Ordinance 
4/13/2021 Public Hearing, Committee review of draft Land Division Ordinance 
05/11/2021 Public Hearing, Committee recommends draft Manure Storage Ordinance 
to Co. Board 
06/9/2021 Manure Storage Ordinance presented to Executive Committee 
10/12/2021 Land Division Ordinance Draft scheduled for public hearing 
11/16/2021 Land Division Ordinance public hearing. 
12/15/2021 Land Division Ordinance First Reading by County Board. 
01/19/2022 Land Division Ordinance Second Reading by County Board. Adopted. 
02/22/2022 Staff presented GW Ad Hoc Work plan timeline to PR&D.  This timeline 
describes which PR&D meeting each element will be discussed to provide info and 
determine next steps in addressing the elements. 
2/2023 ENS discussion on amendments to the Land Division Ordinance.  LWCD review 
GW impacts, etc. 
5/2023 ENS and PR&D review proposed amendments to Land Division Ordinance.  
Consider purpose of ordinance as it relates to suitability standards and future conflict 
prevention. 
7/2023: Land Division Ordinance amendments approved by County Board. 

   

Support and encourage land use BMPs throughout Dunn County Establish a county initiative to support agricultural diversity as an economic 
development and water quality strategy 

No action currently, PR&D should review implementation plan for this item 
5/2022; 6/2022, ongoing: “Red Cedar Beef Feeding Clear Water” partnership group 
working to develop an economic strategy that promotes farm diversity and clean 
water. 



RED = no progress, or need further direction 
ORANGE = in progress 

GREEN = substantial progress already completed  

10/2022: “Red Cedar Food Alliance” continues to work on this topic.  Grant and 
partnership work through UW-Stout and Grassland 2.0 opportunities continue to be 
worked on. 
2/17/2023: Further discussion on “Red Cedar Learning Hub” with partners. 
5/2023: Steering Committee meeting for Red Cedar Learning Hub.  Scoping purpose 
and outcomes of learning hub. 
7/2023: Steering Committee meeting for Red Cedar Learning Hub. 
8/2023: Steering Committee and other stakeholder meeting for Red Cedar Learning 
Hub. 
10/2023: Steering Committee meeting for the Red Cedar Learning Hub. 
2/2024:  Steering Committee meeting for the Red Cedar Learning Hub. (2 meetings in 
February). 
3/2024: Discussion regarding opportunities and contributions the Red Cedar Learning 
Hub activities could provide in the Public Outreach portion of the County’s Comp Plan 
update. 
2/2025: Red Cedar Watershed Conference will hold visioning sessions that may 
capture ideas for moving this effort forward. 
6/2025:  Grant funding to support “Red Cedar Learning Hub” was not awarded.  Back 
to the drawing board for support for this work plan element. 

Implement Nutrient Management Plans (NMPs) on 100% of cropland and pasture 
land in Dunn County 

2020 Current level of NMP participation in Dunn County: 26%  
NMP Specialist 2020 contacts: 110 Farmers with NMP plans submitted, 65 of these are 
provided for FPP, 7 for CAFO requirements, and 34 due to current manure storage 
ordinance.  
4/1/2021 NMPs submitted = 51,638 acres (21%).  Still waiting on several plans.  Follow 
up on missing plans in progress. 
6/8/2021 Review with NRCS partner 2022 EQIP Screening & Ranking criteria, including 
promotion of NMPs and review of Source Water Protection watershed criteria. 
6/11/2021 NMPs submitted = 59,086 acres (24%). 
NOTE: Land & Water Conservation Division continues to implement a wide range of 
BMPs across Dunn County including dams, waterways, cover crops, soil sampling, etc. 
12/2021 Approximately $28,000 in cost-share funds have been allocated to new NMPs, 
for an additional 700 acres.  
5/10/2022 Staff presented to PR&D on status of NMP coverage and implementation. 
6/2/2022 DATCP approved the transfer of $20,000 in NMP cost-share funds from 
Jackson Co. to Dunn Co. 
6/16/2022 DATCP approved the transfer of $10,000 in NMP cost share funds from 
Barron Co. and $7,024 from Kenosha Co. to Dunn County.  A total of $57,024 will be 
spent on NMP cost-share in 2022, approximately 1,425 new NMP acres.  
5/12/2023: Current annual NMP submittal coverage is approximately 24%.  Follow up 
on missing NMPs is ongoing. 
7/25/2023:  LWCD’s NMP Specialist (Drier) report to PR&D on NMP progress.  NMP 
coverage is approximately 25% based on 2022 Ag statistics for cropland acreage in 
county. 
6/2024:  275,356 cropland acres in Dunn County (2022 Ag Census); 68,430 acres of 
NMPs submitted in 2024 (24.84%).  Cost-shared new NMP acres: $34,776. 
7/2025:  275,536 cropland acres in Dunn County (2022 Ag Census); 68,185 acres of 
NMPs submitted in 2025 (24.75%). Cost-shared new NMP acres: $20,000. 

Promote a farmer-led rotational grazing initiative No action currently, held until 2020 
06/2020- LWCD staff arranged a pasture walk to educate an Eau Galle producer 
interested in rotational grazing. 



RED = no progress, or need further direction 
ORANGE = in progress 

GREEN = substantial progress already completed  

10/2020- LWCD staff met with a Town of Lucas producer looking to create a rotational 
grazing plan. 
5/2022; 6/2022, ongoing: “Red Cedar Beef Feeding Clear Water” partnership group 
working to develop an economic strategy that promotes farm diversity and clean 
water through rotational grazing and local supply chains. 
10/2022: “Red Cedar Food Alliance” continues to work on this topic.  Grant and 
partnership work through UW-Stout and Grassland 2.0 opportunities continue to be 
worked on. 
2/17/2023: Further discussion on “Red Cedar Learning Hub” with partners. 
5/2023: Further discussion related to the “Red Cedar Learning Hub”. 
8/2023: See Red Cedar Learning Hub efforts. 
2/2025:  The Hay River Farmer Led Watershed Council has received a grant from The 
Nature Conservancy to support rotational grazing ($10,000 in 2025).   
7/2025:  Field Days – July 21 & July 29 Grazing/Pasture Walk events in each of the 
producer led watershed. 
12/2025: Continued rotational grazing work with interested producers using materials 
acquired through TNC Grant. 

   

Adopt and maintain the most current mapping technologies to 
provide easily accessible Dunn County land use information 

Aggregate existing spatial data relevant to groundwater protection into a 
mapping tool for use internally for project review and for use by the public to 
access important information and data 

Land Information staff has created an online tool to summarize all water sampling data 
for viewing by staff & public; needs minor edits before launch. 
Land Information GW Data presentation to PR&D on 9/8/2020 
(Decision that departments will scan and email any new sample results to Rachel) 
02/18/2021 LWCD and Land Information meeting to discuss data available to public. 
9/8/2021 LWCD, Corp Counsel review of data privacy concerns. 
12/2021 Dunn County Well Water Viewer interactive GIS tool is now “public” and will 
be available with groundwater content on the new DC website in January 2022. 
1/2022 Awaiting the release of the updated Dunn County website. 
5/10/2022 Staff presented to PR&D the well water viewer and new website. 
1/2024: well water viewer updated with new samples collected as a part of the 2023 
private well monitoring program, funding through ARPA. 
1/2025: well water viewer updated with new samples collected in 2024 sampling 
efforts. 
 

   

Incorporate the protection of water resources into the 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan as well as other long-term Dunn 
County plans 

Update the Dunn County Comprehensive Land Use Plan to recognize groundwater 
as a valued resource and prioritize specific ways to preserve and protect the 
resource 

Comprehensive Land Use Plan currently being updated; PR&D Committee should 
consider emphasis on increasing towns participating in FPP/AEA as a means to increase 
NMP participation 
08/04/2020 A Petition to expand the Town of Grant AEA submitted and approved by 
DATCP 
08/25/2020 Comprehensive Plan update in progress. 
7/2023: Comprehensive Plan update with PR&D Committee. 
2/2025:  Comprehensive Plan update efforts increased through staff and West Central 
Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission. 
2/2025:  Process beginning to update the current Land and Water Resource 
Management Plan.  Include this work plan element in LWRM Plan update. 
12/2025: Water and Natural Resource Focus Group meeting.  Groundwater identified 
as a priority issue. 

   

Launch an educational and informational campaign in 
collaboration with interested stakeholders to increase awareness 

Develop a water quality campaign to engage and collaborate with stakeholders 
and community groups 

10/8/19: Tainter-Menomin Lake Improvement Association Annual Meeting 
10/17/19: Dr. Borchardt Water Quality Talk 
Health Dunn Right: Health Environment Action Team formed  



RED = no progress, or need further direction 
ORANGE = in progress 

GREEN = substantial progress already completed  

of the importance of water resources, causes and prevention of 
water pollution, and the collective impact of all land use on our 
water resources 

01/25/2020 Groundwater model presentation at Community Conversation (Travis) 
02/24/2020 EPHT report maps as part of Water Quality presentation at the County 
02/24/2020 County Board Legislative Agenda night presentation (Tom Quinn) 
07/28/2020 LWCD shared CGS Phase II Results with PR&D Committee  
06/1/2021 Boyceville 4th Grade Field Day – event included groundwater lesson 
07/14/2021 Presentation to HEAT on LWCD programs, goals. 
10/19/2022 – Field Day at Demo Farm with UW-Stout student class regarding nutrient 
management, soil health, and GW & SW impacts. 
4/22/2023: LWCD presentation through HEAT and Community Conversations. 
10/2023:  Beginning to develop framework for “Water Quality Forum” to share 
information with Public.  In cooperation with HEAT grant.  Red Cedar Watershed 
Conference will have a “Groundwater” theme. More info to come on details. 
3/2024: Red Cedar Watershed Conference “Groundwater” theme.  Other outreach 
events. 
12/2025: Ongoing partnership with Public Health Department on private well water 
sampling.  Participate and lead statewide Health and Conservation Committee.  
Developing a groundwater meeting through the RCCF producer led group, open to the 
public, planned in February/March.  Assisting the development of regional water 
quality forum coordinated by UW Extension, planned for March 2026.  

Develop an informational campaign for the agricultural community 8/6/19: Lake Family Farms Summer Field Day 
12/17/19: Red Cedar Conservation Farmers Winter Workshop (Dr. Borchardt) 
Health Dunn Right: Health Environment Action Team formed  
02/25/2020 Dunn County Farm Bureau Meeting (Dan) 
05/2020 Closed one idle manure storage structure, Town of Wilson 
05/2020 Closed two abandoned well, Towns of Tainter and Eau Galle 
05/26/2020 DATCP Targeted Sampling Summary Report 2019 to PR&D 
09/30/2020 Submitted Article on the Draft Manure Management Ordinance to FB  
10/2020- One abandoned well closed in Town of Weston 
10/2020 One idle manure storage closed in Town of Weston 
04/2021 – one abandoned well closed in Town of Dunn 
06/23/2021 – Field Day at Lake Family Farms w/RCCF and Hay River FLW Groups, etc.  
GW content discussed, including proposed NR151 Targeted Perf. Std. for Nitrate. 
5/24/2022 – Field Day at Maple Ridge Dairy (Steve Olson) RCCF & HRFLW Groups.  
Nutrient loss to GW discussed. 
9/1/2022 – Field Day at Red Cedar Demonstration Farm.  Farmer focus on nutrient 
management and soil health practice impact on groundwater. 
9/19/2022 – Field Day at Cormican’s.  RCCF & HRFLW.  Discuss soil health and testing 
to reduce N application rates. 
12/19/2022 – RCCF Winter meeting.  Discuss soil health and water quality impacts 
including GW. 
4/4/2023: GW discussions with Red Cedar Conservation Farmers – FLW Group. 
3/2024: Private well/ Groundwater monitoring (2023) report presentation to Red 
Cedar Conservation Farmers and Hay River Producer Led Watershed Groups. 
6/2024:  Private well/Groundwater monitoring offered again to rural residences. 
12/2025: Developing a groundwater meeting through the RCCF producer led group, 
open to the public, planned in February/March. 

Present all proposed recommendations to Dunn County towns, villages, and cities 10/7/19: Town of Dunn Plan Commission 
10/7/19: Town of Rock Creek Plan Commission 
10/9/19: Town of Dunn Board Meeting 
10/16/19: Dunn County Board Meeting 



RED = no progress, or need further direction 
ORANGE = in progress 

GREEN = substantial progress already completed  

10/21/19: Town of Peru Board Meeting 
10/27/19: WI Town’s Association, Dunn County Chapter Meeting 
6-7/2021: Assist Town of Colfax in private well sampling interpretation 
9/22/2021: GW presentation to Town of Colfax Planning Commission 
12/2021: Provided GW information to consultant for Town of Tainter Comp Plan 
update. 
6/6/2022: Staff attended and presented to Town of Dunn Plan Commission on GW. 
12/2022:  Staff have been in contact with most townships to discuss the private well 
monitoring program.  PFAS sampling conducted in 1/2023 in each township.  Some 
towns helped recruit participation in private well program through outreach efforts. 
1/2024 – 4/2024: public presentations on groundwater program data collection and 
monitoring reports.  Presentations: City/Town/County meeting; PR&D and County 
Board; Red Cedar Watershed Conference; WI Land + Water Conference; Dragon Tales 
Book Store, Environmental Series; Dunn Co. Towns Association meeting. 
3/2025:  Private Well/Groundwater Monitoring Report for 2024 sample results 
presented to PR&D Committee. 

   

Increase the amount of monitoring of private wells and septic 
systems in Dunn County including the implementation of a well 
testing program 

Establish voluntary monitoring of private wells and septic systems PR&D Committee should consider analysis of staff time needed to achieve this 
01/2021- LWCD has started working with Zoning to help address backlog of septic 
permit tracking 
5/10/2022:  Volunteer sample kits available through LWCD, Planning and Zoning, and 
Public Health.  Advertising on County website and other networking. 
 

Launch a voluntary well testing program EPHT Grant: testing in Towns of Dunn, Peru, Spring Brook, and Rock Creek (76 samples 
collected), summary/map 
EPHT Grant: 20 Phase II samples collected and delivered to the WEAL Lab on 
02/19/2020 for pharmaceutical and ag chemical analysis. (LWCD0 Results returned to 
Dunn County on April 15th. 
Red Cedar Conservation Farmers: testing in Towns of Grant, Wilson, Sand Creek, etc 
(26 samples collected) 
01/25/2020 Red Cedar Conservation Farmers Grant amended to include $5,000 for 
surface and ground water sampling 
08/07/2020 LWCD staff met with a Town of Colfax resident to explore combining RCCF 
ground water sampling with planned sampling in the Town of Colfax 
09/28/2020 12 Well water samples collected in the RCCF Farmer Led Watershed 
12/2020- Spoke with Town of Colfax resident, Well samples have been collected, and 
results will be sent to LWCD for inclusion in County data 
6/2021: Compile and interpret additional Town of Colfax voluntary samples. 
7/2021: Coordinated with Public Health Department on well testing program.  LWCD 
point of contact for general well testing, distribution of kits, results/data management.  
PH contact for health related inquiries, new born testing, also kit distribution, etc. 
8/2021 Requested additional water sample kits from UWSP-WEAL. 
9/2021 Additional work on advertising well testing options. 
10/2021 Voluntary well testing program established.  Confirmation with Public Health.  
Awaiting release of new county website.  Communication with public about well 
testing program available. 
10/2021 Red Cedar Conservation Farmers conducted private well testing on 10 wells 
within their watersheds.  Sampled for nitrates and bacteria.  Awaiting results. 
2/2022: Consideration for use of American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA) funds 
toward private well monitoring program.  Developing program options. 



RED = no progress, or need further direction 
ORANGE = in progress 

GREEN = substantial progress already completed  

3/8/2022:  PR&D/LCC passed request to full County Board for use of $175,000 in ARPA 
funds for private well monitoring program.   
6/2022:  Staff will be establishing a plan for implementation, with actual collection of 
samples in 2023. 
10/2022:  Private well monitoring program advertisement has begun for use of the 
ARPA funding.  Flier distributed to Towns, HEAT group assisting in mailings. 
1/17/2023: To date, 803 private wells have been registered for the monitoring 
program in 2023.  Facilitation of sampling continues. 
2/17/2023: To date, 896 private wells have been registered for the monitoring 
program in 2023.  Facilitation of sampling continues with sample collection planned to 
start in May 2023. 
03/10/2023: To date, 967 private wells have been registered for the monitoring 
program in 2023. 
5/12/2023: Private well monitoring program on track for completion.  Sampling of 
1,015 private wells began 5/22/2023. 
7/2023: Private well monitoring program sample collection completed.  Awaiting 
results.  Compilation of results and educational materials is in progress.  
10/2023: Present initial results to PR&D committee.  Preparing full report to share with 
community. 
4/2024:  Groundwater/Private well monitoring report presentation.  Continuation of 
program in 2024.  Approximately $28,000 remain of the previous ARPA allocation.  240 
more wells will be sampled in July 2024. 
6/2024: Groundwater/Private well monitoring program continued.  Sample collection 
in collaboration with DATCP monitoring program.   
2/2025:  Groundwater/Private well monitoring program continued for 2025.  Use of 
EPA funding (Small Communities – Big Challenges Award $35,000).  Accepting 
volunteers and prioritizing repeat testing sites for longer term trend analysis. 
7/2025:  Groundwater/Private well monitoring program sample collection begins.  
(+300 private wells). 
2023 to present: volunteer sampling through LWCD/Public Health.  Grant funded for 
now. 
2025: Public Health established water testing lab for nitrate and bacteria. 

   

Establish a Water Resources Council to provide ongoing 
coordination and support for water quality and quantity issues in 
Dunn County 

Establish a Water Resources Council to provide ongoing collaboration on water 
quality and quantity issues with interested stakeholders 

PR&D Committee should consider how to structure this proposed council for success 
and determine what the role of this group might be 
10/2021 Staff research intent of Water Resources Council and other examples. 
12/28/2021: PR&D Committee considered the creation of a water resources council, 
including public comments, and determined that such a council is currently not 
feasible at this time. 
2/2022:  LWCD Staff reviewing other methods for stakeholder collaboration, such as 
routine community wide forum(s). 
2/2025:  Limited action to date on this.  Need to reevaluate staff workload capacity 
and prioritization.  Consideration for inclusion in Land and Water Resource 
Management Plan update. 

   

Provide citizens and staff of Dunn County with an easily 
accessible online resource for accessing information, resources, 
and data about water resources in Dunn County  

Create a water quality web page that will provide citizens with resources, 
information, and a point-of-contact staff member 

Through partnership with Public Health Department, a UW-Stout student will be hired 
to develop this web page 
7-8/2021 Developing webpage in-house to include groundwater quality map viewer, 
context for groundwater quality interpretation, Heather Wood LWCD point of contact. 
Expect new website to be completed by end of 2021. 
10/2021 Development of content and framework in preparation for new website. 



RED = no progress, or need further direction 
ORANGE = in progress 

GREEN = substantial progress already completed  

1/2022 Content developed, awaiting release of updated County website. 
3/2022 “Beta” version of website reviewed by LWCD & PH Staff. 
5/10/2022:  Website is publicly available.  Continuous updates will occur as 
information is available.  Heather Wood, Water Resources Specialist is the main point 
of contact. 

 



 

 

AGENDA ITEM #9 
 

 

Following is a copy of the 2025 Dunn County Legislative Agenda.  This document will be used 

as the base document for discussions between staff and the Committee and as the template for 

developing the 2026 Legislative Agenda.  

 

    

Other topics for consideration: 

 

• Housing/Economic Development 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



DUNN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

2025 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

Dunn County seeks the support of the State elected representatives representing the citizens of the 

County on the following issues: 

 

1. Land Use 

A.  Support establishment of a Wisconsin Legacy Fund to support core conservation and 

      environmental programs and practices; 

B.  Request full funding for all local Land Conservation staff according to formula 

      contained in Chapter 92.14(6)(b) of Wisconsin Statutes; 

C.  Update state livestock siting regulations and procedures (ACTP 51) to provide local 

      governments with meaningful permitting, siting and regulatory authority over very  

      large CAFO operations that have significant impact on local environmental and land  

      use concerns; 

D.  Support increased farmer assistance by providing increased funding to farmers for 

      conservation including funding for managed grazing initiatives and producer-led 

      watershed efforts; 

E.  Support for allowing efficient access to data and local input of land-spreading of human 

      septage, municipal waste and industrial waste; 

 F.  Support for counties to retain a larger portion of the real estate transfer fee.  Recommend    

                  50 percent of fee retained for the local county; 

G.  Recommend revising Chapter 33 Wis. Stats. to allow for absentee voting as a part of  

      the annual meeting or a special meeting of a lake district; 

2. Health and Human Services 

A.  The complexity of mental health and drug-related child welfare cases and the  

      intensity of services have created increased challenges for the child welfare system.   

      These burdens on the families and systems create a need to increase the Children and  

      Families Allocation (CFA) by 20%.  

B.  Increase funding to Aging and Disability Resource Centers in the amount of $32  

      million to reduce historical inequities in funding, to keep pace with expanding needs,  

      and to allow full funding of mandated services.   

C.  Provide a $4 million dollar increase in the Birth to 3 state GPR allocation and provide  

      annual GPR increases to cover the growth in caseload and service costs.   

D.  Continued support for Medicaid expansion in Wisconsin by accepting $1.6 million in  

      federal support to increase health care options and services.  

E.  Increase funding for Mental Health Services 

✓ The public mental health system in Wisconsin is in need of additional 

resources to respond appropriately to the needs of individuals experiencing a 

mental health crisis. Provide $21 M annually for Medicaid-reimbursable 

Crisis Intervention Services statewide.  

✓ Increase Medicaid reimbursement rates for mental health providers.  

✓ Community Support Programs (CSP) prevent individuals with severe and 

persistent mental health needs from extended hospitalizations.  Provide $20 M 

annually for Community Support Programs (CSP).  

F.  County agencies have felt the strain of Adult Protection Services due to an increase in    

      the number of older persons, co-occurring issues, lack of safe locations for persons  

     with dementia, lack of caregivers, and lack of adequate funding for people with 

     disabilities.  Provide a $10 M increase in GPR funding to counties for APS.  

G.  Preserve the statutory authority of public health agencies for control of communicable  



      diseases and other public health threats.   

H.  Provide at least $36 million in funding to support public health infrastructure in the  

      state, with half of the funding allocated to local public health agencies to support  

      communicable disease investigation and mitigation. 

I.  Support increased County Veteran Services Officer Grant funds to mitigate the  

     impacts of static funding for well over 10 years. 

 J. Advocate and support the federal funding for County Veteran Service offices.  

                 Historically, there has never been federal funding to support Veteran Services  

                 Offices.    

 

3. Committee on Administration & Planning Resources and Development:   

 A.  Support an increase in funding to the Wisconsin Land Information Program, to maintain  

                 existing services, statewide mandated initiatives, and expanded services. These services  

                 increase the availability and accuracy of vital land records data to improve the efficiency  

                 of government and provide improved government services to both private sector and  

                 internal and external governmental stakeholders. Reference legislative proposal LRB  

                 5300/LRB 5447. 

 

4. Nursing Homes: 

 A.  To increase funding for Nursing and Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) and nursing  

      programs at Wisconsin colleges and facilities. There is currently a workforce crisis  

      across most industries. One of the industries hit hardest by this crisis is healthcare, and  

      more specifically long-term care. There are simply not enough nursing assistants or  

      nurses to care for our rapidly increasing aging population. Increasing funding and  

      resources for nursing and CNA educational programs would assist increase the number  

      of CNAs and nurses. 

B.   Increase availability of nursing programs to all UW system schools, as currently certain  

      universities are not able to have nursing programs. Every year the nursing programs  

      have waiting lists. For some students that discourages them from nursing, and they  

      eventually change majors. Increasing the funding to have additional seats in current  

      classrooms and adding nursing majors to all universities would help keep more student  

      on the path to becoming health care workers. 

 

5. Financial  

A.  Support modifying the annual levy limit to include exemptions for the costs of services  

      or programs mandated by state law that cannot be fully funded with state appropriations  

      and required county appropriations; 

B.  Encourage the State to amend the annual levy limit law to allow counties to increase 

      the levy over the amount levied in the prior year by the percentage increase in equalized  

      value from net new construction plus CPI for the region in which the county is located.   

      If no new construction occurred in a county, then the allowable levy increase may equal  

      CPI for the region; 

C.  In lieu of making changes to levy limits, modify the ability of counties to impose up to  

a 1% sales tax;  

D.  Support legislative reform of the funding structure of the Wisconsin Technical College  

System, including increased state funding, reduction of the threshold for issuance of 

debt without approval by referendum, and review of duplication of educational services 

between the UW System and the Wisconsin Technical College System. 

  

6. Roads and Highways  

A.  Support an increase in the gas tax which is sustainable and comparable to all states  

      throughout the upper Midwest and Great Lakes Regions; 



B.  Support an increase in Transportation Aids, and changes to the distribution formula that  

      would take into account increases in costs and decreased purchasing power of counties  

      resulting from inflation, the flattening of revenues from the gas tax due to increased  

      fuel economy, increased use of electric vehicles and alternative fuels, and, potentially,  

      fewer commuter miles as more workers telecommute; 

C.  Support long term alternatives to and solutions for loss of gas tax revenue for highway  

      funding that take into account the flattening and decrease of “real “ gas tax revenues  

      caused by increased use of electric vehicles and alternative fuels and decreases in  

      commuter miles; 

D. Support increased funding for local road and bridge assistance programs, such as the  

Surface Transportation Program Rural (STP-R), the Surface Transportation Program 

Urban (STP-U), Local Bridge Improvement Assistance (Local Bridge Program), the 

Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP, and the Highway Safety Improvement 

Program (HSIP). 

 

7.   Community Resources & Tourism  

A. Support allocation of State funds to encourage and develop rural and agricultural Tourism;  

B. Continued support for increased funding for rural broadband expansion. Support to refund 

the Affordable Connectivity Program or similar program. Authorized under the Bipartisan 

Infrastructure Law, the Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP) brought affordable high-

speed internet to almost 23 million households across the country including 2,600 in Dunn 

County. The program's funding expired in May 2024. This program or a similar program 

is integral to increasing the adoption of broadband and controlling the costs of broadband 

for everyone. 

C. Request that Legislature revisit 2023 changes made the regulation of alcohol and wedding 

barns with an eye towards considering the impact and needs on the wedding barn industry.                   

 

8. Health and Human Services & Planning Resources and Development:  

 A.  Advocate for a statewide groundwater assessment and monitoring initiative.   

      Additionally fund mitigation of problems that are identified in groundwater quality  

      and secure funding for long-term, private drinking water protection, monitoring and  

      remediation program. 

B.  Recommend changes to the state’s Well Compensation Grant Program eligibility 

requirements to allow more access to the programs funds by private well owners, 

transient non-community wells and non-transient non-community wells; 

 

    

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

WISCONSIN WILDLIFE DAMAGE ABATEMENT AND CLAIMS PROGRAM 

USDA-APHIS-WILDLIFE SERVICES 

Dunn County 

2025-Program Enrollees 
  

PROGRAM 

PARTICIPANT 

RESOURCE SPECIES ABATEMENT TOWN 

Andy Cormican** 

Corn, soybeans Deer Shooting Permit – Act 82, 

Shooting Permit 

New Haven, 

Tiffany 

Roger Hanson Corn, soybeans Deer Shooting Permit – Act 82 New Haven 

Paul Koehler 

 

Apiary 

 

Bear 

 

Temp. electric fencing 

 

Menomonie 

Stan Larson** 

Corn, soybeans Deer Shooting Permit – Act 82, 

Shooting Permit 

New Haven 

Robert Lemmons Apiary Bear Temp. electric fencing ##(5) 

Trevor Mansell Apiary Bear Temp. electric fencing ##(10) 

Scott McHery** 

Corn, soybeans Deer Shooting Permit – Act 82, 

Shooting Permit 

Hay River, 

Sheridan, 

Tiffany 

Eric Mickelson Corn Deer Shooting Permit – Act 82 Sand Creek 

Jed Nelson Stored feed Deer Shooting Permit – Act 82 Wilson 

Steven Olson Corn Deer Shooting Permit – Act 82 New Haven 

Chris Pagliaro** 

Apiary Bear Temp. electric fencing, 

trapping 

Wilson 

Keith Pickerign Sweet corn Deer Shooting Permit – Act 82 Weston 

Dan Scharlau 

Christmas trees Deer Shooting Permit – Act 82 Elk Mound, 

Red Cedar (N), 

Colfax 

Travis Styer Sweet Corn Deer Shooting Permit – Act 82 Tainter 

Matt Thompson Corn Deer Shooting Permit – Act 82 Tiffany 

Soua Vang** Truck garden Deer Polypropylene fencing Elk Mound 

Sou Vang** Vegetables/flowers Deer Polypropylene fencing Elk Mound 

David Wolske** Apiary Bear Temp. electric fence Weston 

Jake Wyss 

Corn, soybeans Deer Shooting Permit – Act 82  Hay River, 

Tiffany 

     
 

** Claim possible  

 *   No current enrollment, permanent fence inspection conducted annually only 
## Locations throughout the county (number) 
 

19 enrollees 

0 fence inspections 



Prepared by:    USDA-APHIS-Wildlife Services 1/5/26 
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2025 WILDLIFE DAMAGE ABATEMENT AND CLAIMS PROGRAM (WDACP) 

CROP PRICE PROPOSAL 
 

DUNN COUNTY 

 
           If different than price proposed 

CROP    PRICE PROPOSED        PRICE APPROVED  
 
GRAINS 
Soybeans $9.90 / Bushel $_________________ 
Corn $3.91 / Bushel $_________________ 
 
 
BEE KEEPING SUPPLIES 
5-Frame Nuc with Queen $192.84 / Each $_________________ 
Frames with brood $25.00 / Each $_________________ 
 
 
Crop Price Sources: 
 
Grains: Average monthly cash price for each month of 2025 at local elevators (Sheldon, Chippewa Falls, 
Mound, Rice Lake, Barron, Bloomer, Boyd, Elk Mound, Cadott, Stanley, Boyceville) 
 
Apiary Materials: Averages derived from Mann Lake Beekeeping Supply Company, Dadant & Sons 
Beekeeping Supply Company, Heritage Honeybees, and the Wisconsin Honey Producers Association 
 
Wisconsin State Statute and Administrative Code requires us to set a market value for the crop 
but do not authorize us to include or exclude other costs such as planting or harvest expenses. 
 
 
 
 
Approved By Dunn County:   Date:  ___________________________ 
  
 
 
Signature:   _____________________________________     Title:  ___________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wildlife Damage Abatement and Claims Program
Dunn County 2025 Claims Summary

Subtotal
Claim

Stan Larson* 2 Soybeans 404.33 Deer $4,002.80 $3,502.80 Approve

Andrew Cormican* 1 Corn 866.07 Deer $3,386.33 $2,886.33 Approve

Chirs Pagliaro* 1 5-Frame Nuc w/ Queen	 4 Bear $771.36
Shallow Frame w/ Brood 16 Bear $400.00

$671.36 Approve

Totals 2025
3 Claimants 4 $8,560.49 $7,060.49
Totals 2024
3 Claimants 4 $9,228.36 $7,728.36

*   After $500 standard deductible

** Standard $500 deductible and 80% rate applies

## Standard $500 deductible split over 2 counties

Recommended 
ActionParticipant # Appraisals Crop

Quantity      
Lost Species

Appraised 
Damage
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